
2018

We supported Laure Estelle for her last year of a Licence diploma and two years for a Master’s 
degree in modern literature. Her mother developed a heart condition and there was no money 
for medication, so Laure Estelle quit her studies and started substitute teaching. But she passed 
a qualifying exam for government service and for the past three years has been teaching 
secondary school in Kalsaka in the north of the country. Her salary is now 210,000 f CFA ($383) 
a month. She intends to write and defend her Master’s thesis once she can work closer to a 
library. 

2017

Laure Estelle finished her course 
work for a Master’s in modern 
literature but never defended her 
thesis. She passed the national exam 
for public service and was obliged to 
teach free-of-charge for one year in a 
secondary school in the north of the 
country. Last November, she received 
her first monthly paycheck for 
200,000 f CFA ($333). She has a 
boyfriend who is also a teacher. 
(Solidarité.)



2016

She passed her Government Service test last October; she is obliged to do a year’s National 
Development Service (that is, work for free). She is teaching secondary school in Kalsaka, north 
of Ouagadougou.

I wasn’t able to meet with her this year, although I did meet with her father. I suspect she will not 
defend her thesis and therefore not get her Master’s Degree in contemporary literature. But she 
will have lifetime security as a Government official (school teacher).

2015

For Laure Estelle, we had financed her last year of study for the 
Licence degree and two years for the Master’s. She was low 
budget; her tuition was about $20 a year. She wants to be a 
secondary school teacher.

Then her mother got ill with a heart ailment. To help pay for her 
mother’s medication, which she will have to take for the rest of 
her life, Laure Estelle accepted a substitute teacher’s job in 
Kalsaka, 230 km north of Ouagadougou. She was in the middle 
of nowhere. There is no library; she couldn’t work on her thesis. 
She would like to take a year to finish her thesis and defend it. 
But the deadline for defending is July 2015. We advised her to 
request an extension from the University of Koudougou and quit 
her teaching job at the end of this school year, in May. Aim to 
finish the thesis and defend it in 2016.

In Kalsaka, she has three classes of a 100 students each. Every month, she sends money to 
her mother for her medicine. She would like to take a year to finish her thesis and defend it.

2014

Laure Estelle finished her course work for her Master’s in 
contemporary literature in 2013. She had an average of 
13.5 her last year, which is good.

She has wanted to work either as a teacher or in public 
service. She didn’t succeed in the competitive exam for 
the public service, and she is still waiting for the results of 
a similar exam for teaching. Meanwhile, her intention is to 
re-enter the University of Koudougou and finish her 
thesis. We think she can make it if the lack of resources in 
the family doesn’t pull her down.


